Saint Pio from 
Pietrelcina 
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Padre Pio was acapuchin friar who spent 52 years intheSan 
GiovanniRotondo convent.Hewastheonlycatholic priest who has 
received the stigmata. 


Hecelebrated Mass from5to 8 and heard theconfessions of men 
andwomenfrom8gto5.Heprayed therosaryseveral times a day, 
conceived and realized ahospital for the poor,and dreamed of a 
churchlargeenoughto accommodatethecrowds of pilgrims who 
visit San GiovanniRotondo. 


He never went on vacation,never had an advancement in career, 
never wroteabook.Hedid not make eloquent speeches and never 
waived in his obedienceto the Church.Hewas focused onlyon 
loving God,saving souls,and alleviating suffering. 


Hewould enumeratethesins thoseconfessing to himhad 
forgotten,hebilocated in many places all over theworld usually 
accompanied by an intense perfume, he advised on events that would 
becoming. 


His wounds never stopped bl eeding.His body never stopped 
suffering. His mind never stopped thinking of God.His | ips never 
stopped praying, and his heart never stopped loving. 
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"Say hito Pietrecina.|have it sealed in 
heart" 
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Inside of the house.Padre Pio was thefourth of seven children. 


"Everything happened there.jJ esus was 
there" 


St.Anna's church,where Padre Pio was baptized on May 26,1887, 
the day after his birth 


From his spiritual director we know that from the age of five he had ecstasies and 
decided to consecrate himself totally to God. 


The young Francesco studied in his middle school years with a private tutor, using 
the money that his father sent from the Unites States of America, where he was an 
immigrant like many others from the area 


"My father crossed the ocean twiceto give methe 
possibility to becomea friar" 
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OnjJanuary6,1903,at theageof 16,hedecided to becomeanovice 
at the convent of Morcone (Benevento),wherethefollowing 
January22,hereceived thefranciscan robe,taking on the name of 


brother Pio. 


Theconvent at Morcone,and brother Pio's cel| 


"Where better could !iserve you,o Lord, if not inthe 
cloister and under theflag of the poor little one of 
Assisi?" 
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FromMorcone he movedto Sant'Eliaa Pianisi(noted byastar)for 


high school,and subsequentlyto San MarcolaCatolato study 
philosophy. 


"Iwantto beafriar with a beard" 
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OnjJanuary1907 brother Pio professed thesolemn vows and moved 
to Serracapriolato studytheologyunder thetutoring of father 
Agostino,his spiritual director,and of father Benedetto, head of 
the province.Bothteachers werefromSan Marco in Lamis. 


"|, brother Pio fromPietralcina,ask and promiseto God the 
Omnipotent, and to the blessed Virgin Mary, and saint Francis,and 
all the Saints,and to youo father,to observein all mylifethe 
Rules of the Minor Friars,confirmed by pope Onorius,|iving in 
obedience, poverty,and chastity" 


Serracapriola:thetown,theconvent,thedining room 
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Padre Pio continued studying philosophy in Montefusco and in 
Gesualdo (two villages indicated bystars). 


Convent of Montefusco Convent of Gesualdo 


On December 1908,in Benevento, hereceived the minor orders and 
the sub diaconate.In all that time he suffered froman unexplainable 
and painful diseasethat would keephimawayfromthe capuchin 
community. Padre Pio was ordained apriest on August 10,1910, in 
the cathedral of Benevento. 


"I'mdevoured by the love of God and my 
neighbor " 
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Inthemonthof October 1911,after a physical examination bydr. 
Antonio Cardarelliin Naples, PadrePio was sent to Venafro. 
According to thediagnosis of thecelebrated physician, the young 
friar's days were numbered,and hecouldn't travel long distances 
which is why he was sent to Venafro,locationof theclosest 
convent.During the month andahalf stayinthat convent,the 
community noticed thefirst supernatural phenomena: divine 
ecstasies lasting upto onehour,and diabolic apparitions lasting a 
few minutes. 
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In Februaryof 1916,hewas sent to theconvent of saint Anna in 
Foggiainsearchof amoresuitableplacefor his frail health. But 
even there hecontinued to feel sick:vomiting,sudden sweats, 
dizziness,andaveryhighfever.At night,terrifying noises came from 
his room. They ended with a boomthat would shakethewalls and 
terrorizetheother friars.Hetold father Benedetto that it was the 
devil who,unableto win, exploded infits of rage.In]uly1916,he 
went for asupposedly brief stayto the convent of San Giovanni 
Rotondo,just for thesummer.Theclimate appeared to be benef icial 
to him,and instead of afew weeks, hestayed therefor 52 years, 
until his death. 


"Illivefor Jesus Christ,|Ilivefor his glory,lliveto serve 
him, | live to love him" 


The eleven convents where Padre Pio stayed during his | ife. 
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Rotondo.Intimethings changed greatly. 


"Do not doubt divine hel p " 
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St.Francis of Assisihadthestigmata.But Saint Francis was nota 

priest. Hewas adeacon.Thestigmataarethebodil ywounds onthe 

hands,feet and sidecorresponding to thoseinflictedonJesus at 
the Crucifixion. 


"“Lord!lwant to expiate the sins of all,like 
you did onthecross" 
Padre Pio istheonlyordained Roman Catholic Priest to receivethe 
stigmata 


The Crucifixfromwhich Padre Pio received the Stigmata, located in 
the choir loft of theoriginal church. Padre Pio received the 
stigmataon September 20,1918,while praying after celebrating 
Mass.Hewas 31 years old. 


"Suddenly! was wrapped ina sea of blazing light.In that 
light lsaw J esus.He was very beautiful.Fromhis wounds 
camerays of very bright white light that penetrated my 
hands, my feet, my side. They werelike blades of fire that 
penetrated my skin piercing, cutting, breaking. |Ifelt that | 
would die. The pain was immense" 


He used to cover the wounds with gloves that would | eave his 
fingers free. 


"Do you think that the stigmata are simply 
decorations?" 


Sometimes his superiors ordered himto uncover his hands so that 
thewounds could be photographed. 


"Leave me the pain, but remove fromme these signs that 
embarrass me" 


Heusedto removethegloves beforecelebrating Mass. 


Thewounds could beobserved during thecelebration of the Mass 


Padre Pio celebrated mass inthechurch of theconvent. It was 
small and crowded 


= 
ri F 
Fi 


Anew churchwas consecratedonjJuly1,1959 
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"0 lord,don't strike my poor brothers, 


strike me" 
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"Praytherosaryfrequentl y. it costs so little, and it's 
worthso much!" 


Padre Pio usedto carryarosaryin his hands and would pray it many 
times a day. 
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"“Lamonlya poor sinning friar who prays " 


Padre Pio had many spiritual children.hewould get all of their 
messages,writtenor sent to himbyother means,and hewould finda 
wayto answer to all of them. 


"Praying is the pouring of our heart into the 
heart of God" 


"Whenthelordwill call me,I'll tell him:Lord,I'll wait at 
the door of Paradise:Iwill enter only when I've seen the 
last of my children enter" 


"The good Lord gave mean earthly mission:the creation of a 
clinic for the poor of soul and body. Theclinic will rise 
beautiful and large" 
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To serve poor people, Padre Pio raised money,and built a 
free Hospital,and called it “The Housefor the Relief of 


Suffering”.Mary Pyle,an American citizen, was of special 
hel pto him. 


"Here will stand thelargest center for thecureof the human 
ailments" 


"when it is done well, prayer moves the divine heart,and solicits 
answers more and more" 


The Prayer Groups of Padre Pio 


The Prayer Groups werestarted by Padre Pio inthe 40's,are 
disseminated all over theworld.They are mentionedfor thefirst 
time intheJune1950 issueof the "Bollettino della Casa sollievo 
dellasofferenza" (seearandomissue below). Theyarespontaneous 
groups,linked bythelovefor Padre Pio,and,in tune withthe 
Church. participants resolveto follow theprinciples of the 
franciscan spiritualityof Padre Pio.The groups areunder the 
guidanceof the'Opera diPadrePio' 
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Other moments inthe dayof Padre Pio 


"My food is to do god's will" 
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"Help meto carrytheCross,Iwho carry it 
forall" 


these arefacial expressions of Padre Pio 


"dieor lovegod" 


November 3, 1965 


"It is easier for the earthto be without the sun than without 
the mass" 


The highlight of Padre Pio's daywas the Mass. It lasted from90 
minutes to morethan 3 hours. 


During the mass onecould feel that he had adirect |inewith the 
Supernatural. 


Thelast mass celebrated by Padre Pio on September 22,1968 


Padre Pio died on September 23,1968 


Padre Pio's grave 
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Crucifixthat Padre Pio blessed, kissed, and held in his hands several 
times 
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Padre Pio da Pietrelcina 


* Pietrelcina 
25 maggio 1887 


CAPPLICCINO 


t S. Giovanni Rotondo 
23 settembre 1968 


PREGHIERA 
per ottenere la glorifice 
di Padre Pio 


O Gest, corona e premi 
bile di coloro che si son 
con umile ed eroica fedel 
mitazione delle tue virtu, 
particolare nella generosa 
pazione ai tuoi patimenti, 
re apostoli validi e instanc 
la salvezza delle anime; cd 
fiducia io ti supplico di gl 
anche su questa terra, il t 
Padre Pio da Pietrelcina, c 
domi, per sua_ intercess 
grazia che ardentemente d| 

Amen. 

Tre Gloria 


Con approvazione ecclesias 


